
NEWS LETTER 

 On 18th April, 2010 
Janssen Spirituality Centre 
hosted an Open Day. 
Guests from many parts of 
Melbourne, together with 
guests from as far away 
as Sydney joined us for 
this memorable occasion. 
I would especially like to 
thank our MC for the day, 
Fr Thien Nguyen, who 
entertained our guests 
with his usual style and 
kept the program running 
on time.  

I would also like to thank 
our SVD Vice Provincial, Fr 
Mike Knight SVD, who 
represented Provincial Fr 
Tim Norton and Sister 
Bernadette Edgecombe 
the SSpS Provincial. 
Guests were treated to an  

 

array of entertainment, 
including cross-cultural per-
formances and exhibitions, 
as well as presentations 
from various religious tradi-
tions. Thanks you also to 
our Executive, staff and 
friends for all your support 
in helping prepare for Open 
Day. 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

  

1.  Plant a tree of peace at your home, school, workplace or place of worship as a symbol of peace and hope for future 
generations. 

2. Invite your family, friends, neighbors, classmates or co-workers to join the Nobel Peace Laureates in calling for a dec-
ade of peace for the children of the world by hosting a signing ceremony or peace party. 

3. Think deeply about how your daily activities contribute to the making of justice, the building of community and the bet-
terment of our culturally violent world. If you have a faith tradition, explore its teachings about peace. Picture peace. Imag-
ine peace. Pray for peace. 

4. Read a book, watch a video or sing a song about peace. 

5. Make a new friend and renew your friendship with a friend, family member, neighbor or co-worker you have fallen away 
from. 

6. Share your hopes and ideas about peace for the children of the world with everyone you meet. Learn more about peace. 
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Tongan dancers on Open Day 
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On Tuesday 27th April 2010, the Centre welcomed the Assis-
tant Superior-General of the Society of the Divine Word,  Fr 
Konrad Keler SVD. Father Konrad is in Australia on an offi-
cial visitation and spoke about the Society’s commitment to 
inter-religious  and cross-cultural relations. He is pictured at 
the Centre with Sarita and Gerard. After his stay in Melbourne 
he will travel to Brisbane. 

Earlier in the year, the Centre welcomed Sister 
Sarita SSpS, who came to us as assistant direc-
tor. Sarita has been a great asset to JSC and it is 
now time for her to return to her regular minis-
try in Sydney. All of us at JSC thank you Sarita 
for your energy and friendship during your stay 
at JSC. In farewelling  Sarita, we welcome Sr 
Matthia  SSpS as the new  assistant director. 
Until recently, Matthia was the  local superior of 
the Holy Spirit Sisters in Brisbane. Matthia brings 
with her many years of ministry     experience 
and is looking forward to being here at JSC. We 
welcome you Mattia and wish you a pleasant 
stay. 

Sister Matthia (2nd left) being welcomed by Di, Gwenda and 
Rosemary.  

What’s on in May? 

8 May  (10am-3pm)  –  ‘Workshop on Julian of 
Norwich’ by Dr Susan Campbell   
The Revelations of Divine Love records Julian’s 
story of her healing journey from death to life and 
wholeness.  Her rich and complex spirituality de-
velops out of this journey.  In this workshop we 
will trace the process of her transformation.  We 
will discuss the turning points in her journey, 
which reflects the journey each of us is called to 
make.  We will pay special attention to the accep-
tance of our imperfection, which Julian calls sin, 
and the deep insight into God’s love which led 
Julian to greater self-knowledge and self-
acceptance.   

15 May 1pm start — 16 May (4pm close) Christian 
Yoga Retreat Workshop.  Continuation of the se-
ries led by Fr Gilbert Carlo SVD. The series will use 
breath meditation, yoga posture, movement medi-
tation, chanting and silent meditation to experi-
ence inner stillness where we meet the Divine 
Healer.  A journey not to be missed!  

29 May (10am-3pm) –  The Universe as the 
Revelation of God’  with Sr Mary Dennett 
RSM   
This is an opportunity to reflect on how God 
is revealing Godself to us through Creation.  
We take some time to look at attributes of 
God, Infinity and Trinity, and see how we can 
come to some understanding of these con-
cepts through the experience of Creation. 
Then there is some consideration of our rela-
tionship with God in the light of this under-
standing.  
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